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DESCRIBE T H E  PRESENT A N D  ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Oakridge is  a  r o l l i n g  t r r lc t  of farmland s i t u a t e d  n e a r  Blackstone i n  Nottoway 
County. The dwell ing house, t h e  only  o l d  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  proper ty ,  i s  an e a r l y  
n ine teenth-century  frame s t r u c t u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  two-story, three-bay wes tern  
s e c t i o n  and a  s tory-and-a-ha l f ,  one-bay e a s t  wing, s e t  back from e i t h e r  facade .  
The f i r s t - f l o o r  rvindows have nine-over-nine sa sh ,  and the  second-f loor  windows 
have nine-over-six sa sh .  Modern louvred b l inds  embell ish t h e  windows of t h e  
present  (south)  f r o n t .  A t  t h e  e a s t  end is a  small  lean- to ,  wi th  an e l l  p r o j e c t i n g  
from t h e  r e a r  of i t ;  these  twent ie th-century  add i t ions  accomodate  a  k i t chen  and 
a  d in ing  room. The o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n s  a r e  c l a d - w i t h  moldedweatherboards (except 
f o r  the  sou th  s i d e  of the  e a s t  wing, which has beaded weatherboards) whi le  
p l a i n  weatherb0ards :are  u s e d o n  t h e  m o d e r n s e c t i o n s .  A modi l l ion  co rn ice  embel- 
l i s h e s  the  e a v e s o f  t h e  gab le  roofs  which a r e c o v e r e d . w i t h  standing-seam s h e e t  
metal ,  and: t h e r e  is a  + i n g l e  sheddormer  wi th  s ix-over-s ix  sa sh  b u i l t ,  a g a i n s t  the  
west b l ~ ~ k ' ~ & l  on t h e - s o u t h  s lope  of t h e  e a s t  wing roof .  The house is  s e t  on 
a  Flemish-bond b r i c k  gndqrpinning, a ~ l d  t h e r e a r e  e x t e r i o r  Flemish-bond b r i c k  
chimneys a t  e i t h e r  end; t h a t  on t h e  west has smal l  t i l e d  weatherings.  D i s ty l e  
gable-roofed, t tvent ieth-century porches s h e l t e r  t h e  f r o n t  and r e a r  en t r ances .  

The p lan  of  Oakridge i s  a  common one i n  e a r l y  n ine teenth-century  houses i n  t h e  
region.  The main block has a  s ide-passage p lan  wi th  a  s i n g l e  l a r g e  room t o  t h e  
xvest,and t h e r e  is  a  s i n g l e  room i n  t h e  e a s t  wing. The c losed - s t r ing ,  Chinese 
Chippendale s t a i r  is loca ted  i n  the  passage. It has a  square  newel, molded 
b a n i s t e r ,  no spandre l ,  and a  recessed-panel  s o f f i t .  Under it a  r a i l i n g  with 
p l a i n  square  b a l u s t e r s  marks t h e  former l o c a t i o n  of a  s t a i r  t o  t h e  basement now 
replaced  by a  t r a p  door.  Recessed-panel wainscot ing i s  c a r r i e d  around the  
passage. 

i 

I 
The west (bed) room was probably the  o r i g i n a l  p a r l o r .  It has recessed-panel  
'wainscoting, a  punch-and-dentil  co rn ice ,  and a  f u l l - h e i g h t  chimney b r e a s t .  The 
l a t t e r  c o n s i s t s  of an a r c h i t r a v e  surround and a  f r i e z e  c o n s i s t i n g  of  two ad jacen t  
r ec t angu la r  recessed  panels .  A molded, unsupported s h e l f , s e p a r a t e s  these  from 
two more t i e r s  of  recessed  panels--a s i n g l e  l a r g e  one below two s m a l l e r  ad jacent  
ones. The whole i s  f lanked by a  p a i r  of f l u t e d  Roman Doric p i l a s t e r s  wi th  p l a i n ,  
high bases and p l a i n  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks.  

I The e a s t  ( l i v i n g )  room, formerly e i t h e r  a  d in ing  room o r  a  chamber, is  decorated 
very  s i m i l a r l y  t o  t h e  west room. However, i t  lacks  the co rn ice  c a r r i e d  around 

1 the  room and f o r  t h e  two t i e r s  of ~ a n e l s  above the  mantel she l f  on t h e  chimney 
b r e a s t  a r e  s u b s t i t u t e d  t h r e e  diminishing t i e r s  o f  two adjacent  recessed  ~ a n e l s  
each. 

Elany o r i g i n a l  s ix -pane l ,  ra i sed-panel  doors hung on HL hinges su rv ive  throughout 
the  house, a s  do s e v e r a l  i r o n  box locks  wi th  b ras s  knobs. 

DJ 
. .. o f  Acreane 

The boundaries  con ta in ing  the 60-acre Oakridge t r a c t  enc lose  a  n a t u r a l  geographic 
a rea  composed of a  r i d g c  of  open land surrounded, f o r  the most p a r t ,  by t h e  t r e e -  

1 .  l i n e .  The s e t t i n g ,  on the  r i d g e ,  i s  a  s u i t a b l e  one f o r  t h i s  Ear ly  Republican 
p l a n t a t i o n  dwel l ing ,  

! I .  
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  he handsome f r & e d w e l l i n g  housa a t  oakr idge , '  a  r o l l i n g  t r a c t  of farmland i n  
~ o t t o ~ a ~  County, i s  a  f i n e  exaaple o f  the  res idence  of  a p r o s p e r o u s  Ea r ly  
Republican p l a n t e r  i n  Souths ide  ?ieZmont Vi rg in i a .  B u i l t  l a t e  i n  t h e  e igh teen th  
o r  e a r l y  i n - t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu ry  by Burwel lSmi th ,  t!le house i s  handsomely 
decorated and i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  noteworthy f o r  :its handsome s t a i r  i n  t h e  Chinese 
Chippendale t a s t e .  Chinese l a t t i c e  s t a i r  r a i l i n g s  a r e  r a r e  i n  V i r g i n i a ;  most 
of t h e  surv iv ing  ones a r e  i n  posr-Colonial Southside houses. The Oakridge example 
is  a  s i m p l i f i e d  bu t  e f f e c t i v e  v e r s i o n  of t h e  form; i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  p a t t e r n  has 
not  been observed elsewhere.  

Smith (d. 1828) began acqu i r ing  Land on Whetstone Creek and t h e  L i t t l e  Nottoway 
River i n  1793 and continued t o  add t o  h i s  holdings u n t i l  1823. There were 
a l ready bu i ld ings  on t h e  land a t  t h e  f i r s t  recording  of s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  
land t a x  books i n  1820 ( a t  which t h e  Smith owned holdings of  3168% and 232 
a c r e s ) .  S ince  t h e  va lue  of  t h e  bu i ld ings  remained unchanged throughout  t h e  
remainder of Smith 's  l i f e , i t  i s  ev iden t  t h a t  t h e  present  house was s t and ing  by 
1820. I n  f a c t ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  evidence suppor ts  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  d a t e  -1800- 
al though it i s  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  locuzented.  Smith was a  c o l o r f u l  and perhaps a  

' p r o t o t y p i c a l  p l a n t e r  of  t h e  Southside tobecco b e l t ,  having been descr ibed  by 
one w r i t e r  as  "a p a r t i c u l a r l y  parsiaonious and i l l i t e r a t e  man, bu t  - / o n e  whsl 
accumulated much property."  

From Eurs~e l l  Smith t h e  proper ty  aassed t o  h i s  wife  and then  i n  1830 t o  h i s  son, 
Kennon Smith. Kennon Smith ' s  widoii, Xary, t r a n s f e r r e d  Oakridge, which she  had 

I 
I iniir-rited i n  1838, t o  her  second husband, Warner Wortham Guy, i n  1843. I t  descended 

! 
t o  Guy's son, William S c o t t  Guy, soaetime a f t e r  1860. Mrs. George H. Xalker is  
the  c u r r e n t  owner. 

! 

! 
1 DJ & VDS 
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As rhe designated State Histor~c Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665),1 
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